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Hindu Fundamentalism and the Spirit of Capitalism in India
In this stimulating and highly original work, Kevin Doogan looks at contemporary
social transformation through the lens of the labour market. Major themes of the
day — globalization, technological change and the new economy, the pension and
demographic timebombs, flexibility and traditional employment — are all subject
to critical scrutiny. We are often told that a new global economy has emerged
which has transformed our lives. It is argued that the pace of technological change,
the mobility of multinational capital and the privatization of the welfare state have
combined to create a more precarious world. Companies are outsourcing, jobs are
migrating to China and India, and a job for life is said to be a thing of the past. The
so-called ‘new capitalism’ is said to be the result of these profound changes. Kevin
Doogan takes issue with these widely-accepted ideas and subjects the
transformation of work to detailed examination through a comprehensive analysis
of developments in Europe and North America. He argues that precariousness is
not a natural consequence of this fast-changing world; rather, current insecurities
are manufactured, emanating from neoliberal policy and the greater exposure of
the economy to market forces. New Capitalism? The Transformation of Work is
sure to stimulate academic debate. Kevin Doogan's account will appeal not just to
scholars, but also to upper-level students across the social sciences, including the
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sociology of work, industrial relations, globalization, economics, social policy and
business studies.

The Spirit of Japanese Capitalism and Selected Essays
A grand and startling work of American history America was founded, we’re taught
in school, by the Pilgrims and other Puritans escaping religious persecution in
Europe—an austere and pious lot who established a culture that remained pure
and uncorrupted until the Industrial Revolution got in the way. In The Money Cult,
Chris Lehmann reveals that we have it backward: American capitalism has always
been entangled with religion, and so today’s megapastors, for example, aren’t an
aberration—they’re as American as Benjamin Franklin. Tracing American
Christianity from John Winthrop to the rise of the Mormon Church and on to the
triumph of Joel Osteen, The Money Cult is an ambitious work of history from a
widely admired journalist. Examining nearly four hundred years of American
history, Lehmann reveals how America’s religious leaders became less worried
about sin and the afterlife and more concerned with the material world, until the
social gospel was overtaken by the gospel of wealth. Showing how American
Christianity came to accommodate—and eventually embrace—the pursuit of profit,
as well as the inescapability of economic inequality, The Money Cult is a wideranging and revelatory book that will make you rethink what you know about the
form of American capitalism so dominant in the world today, as well as the core
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tenets of America itself.

Bioethics
In winter 2014, a Tibetan monk lectured the world leaders gathered at Davos on
the importance of Happiness. The recent DSM-5, the manual of all diagnosable
mental illnesses, for the first time included shyness and grief as treatable diseases.
Happiness has become the biggest idea of our age, a new religion dedicated to
well-being. In this brilliant dissection of our times, political economist William
Davies shows how this philosophy, first pronounced by Jeremy Bentham in the
1780s, has dominated the political debates that have delivered neoliberalism.
From a history of business strategies of how to get the best out of employees, to
the increased level of surveillance measuring every aspect of our lives; from why
experts prefer to measure the chemical in the brain than ask you how you are
feeling, to why Freakonomics tells us less about the way people behave than
expected, The Happiness Industry is an essential guide to the marketization of
modern life. Davies shows that the science of happiness is less a science than an
extension of hyper-capitalism.

New Spirits of Capitalism?
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Over the past few decades, East Asia developments in terms of production,
population and trade have shown remarkable dynamics. Ensuing changes in these
regions of non-Western civilization are commonly interpreted in terms of a
successful adaptation of modernity. However, experiences such as the regional
crisis in 1997 and the tragic incident of September 2001 more than ever ask for
more intensive civilizational dialogues, and urge us to carefully consider the
implications of capitalist development in the East Asian context(s). This book deals
with the issues of Asian values, civilizational encounters between East and West,
and the development of capitalism "and" its culture in East Asian countries. Its
focus on inter-civilizational exchanges and the intricate interplays between
civilizational and capitalist dynamics helps us to better understand our human
story and history.

Enrichment
Social criticism has enjoyed a renaissance in the past few years. The antiglobalization protests at Seattle and Genoa and the great marches against the war
in Iraq have put contestation of capitalism and imperialism back on the political
and intellectual agenda. But how does social critique situate itself philosophically
today, after the marginalization of Marxism and the impact of postmodernism? In
The Resources of Critique, Alex Callinicos seeks to address this question
systematically. He does so, in the first part, by surveying some of the most
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influential contemporary critical theorists Alain Badiou, Jacques Bidet, Luc
Boltanski, Pierre Bourdieu, Eve Chiapello, Jürgen Habermas, Antonio Negri and
Slavoj Žižek. The limitations of all these theorists perspectives prompts Callinicos
in the second part of the book to outline an alternative approach whose main
elements are a critical realist ontology, a Marxist theory of social contradiction, and
an egalitarian conception of justice. The main thrust of his argument is to show
that Marx's critique of political economy remains inescapable for anyone seeking
to challenge the existing world order but only if it maintains an open but rigorous
dialogue with other critical perspectives. The Resources of Critique is, above all, a
contribution to this dialogue.

Aesthetic Capitalism
An ethnographic study on Design Thinking, this book offers profound insights into
the popular innovation method, centrally exploring how design thinking’s practice
relates to the vast promises surrounding it. Through a close study of a Berlin-based
innovation agency, Tim Seitz finds both mundane knowledge practices and
promises of transformation. He unpacks the relationships between these
discourses and practices and undertakes an exploratory movement that leads him
from practice theory to pragmatism. In the course of this movement, Seitz makes
design thinking understandable as a phenomenon of what Boltanski and Chiapello
described as the “new spirit of capitalism”—that is, an ideological structure that
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incorporates criticism and therefore strengthens capitalism.

The Enchantments of Mammon
Richard Sennett is an articulate writer whose style reveals a fascinating mind and
above all, a keen pair of eyes. In relating our visual organ to the conscience, he
implores us to start seeing our lives as wholly related to and organically integrated
with, the cities that we live in. In this thoroughly original and important book,
Sennett successfully avoids the tendency of many writers on urbanism to proffer
'well meaning' solutions, but instead takes us on a historical and psychological
journey. He convinces his readers to focus on impulses and 'spriritual' reasons
behind the creation of cities, ranging from the Greek ideals of 'grace' and 'balance'
that produced the 'Agora' to the dilemmas of the modern soul that creates walls
made of sheer glass. In chapter after chapter of engrossing reading anyone deeply
interested in the well-being of urban life will begin to share his insights on urban
forms. He articulates his views using descriptions of ordianry people's lives through
history.

The Quintessence of Capitalism
Abortion is a contentious issue in social life but it has rarely been subjected to
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careful scrutiny in the social sciences. While the legalization of abortion has
brought it into the public domain, it still remains a sensitive topic in many cultures,
often hidden from view and rarely spoken about, consigned to a shadowy
existence. Drawing on reports gathered from hospital settings and in-depth
interviews with women who have had abortions, Luc Boltanski sets out to explain
the ambiguous status of this social practice. Abortion, he argues, has to remain in
the shadows, for it reveals a contradiction at the heart of the social contract: the
principle of the uniqueness of beings conflicts with the postulate of their
replaceable nature, a postulate without which no society would achieve
demographic renewal. This leads Boltanski to explore the way human beings are
engendered and to analyze the symbolic constraints that preside over their entry
into society. What makes a human being is not the foetus as such, ensconced
within the body, but rather the process by which it is taken up symbolically in
speech - that is, its symbolic adoption. But this symbolic adoption presupposes the
possibility of discriminating among embryos that are indistinguishable. For society,
and sometimes for individuals, the arbitrary character of this discrimination is hard
to tolerate. The contradiction is made bearable, Boltanski shows, by a grammatical
categorization: the “project” foetus - adopted by its parents, who use speech to
welcome the new being and give it a name - is juxtaposed to the “tumoral” foetus,
an accidental embryo that will not be the object of a life-forming project. Bringing
together grammar, narrations of life experience and an historical perspective, this
highly original book sheds fresh light on a social phenomenon that is widely
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practised but poorly understood.

New Capitalism?
Redding (business, U. of Hong Kong) explores the beliefs about society, family,
business, and other matters, held by overseas Chinese businessmen. Draws on
interviews with 72 owner/managers from Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Singapore, and
considers research on other Pacific nations. Annotation copyrighted by Book News,
Inc., Portland, OR

The Money Cult
Any vision of capitalism's future prospects must take into account the powerful
cultural influence Catholicism has exercised throughout the world. The Church had
for generations been reluctant to come to terms with capitalism, but, as Michael
Novak argues in this important book, a hundred-year-long debate within the
Church has yielded a richer and more humane vision of capitalism than that
described in Max Weber's classic The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.
Novak notes that the influential Catholic intellectuals who, early in this century saw
through Weber's eyes an economic system marked by ruthless individualism and
cold calculation had misread the reality. For, as history has shown, the lived
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experience of capitalism has depended to a far greater extent than they had
realized on a culture characterized by opportunity, cooperative effort, social
initiative, creativity, and invention. Drawing on the major works of modern Papal
thought, Novak demonstrates how the Catholic tradition has come to reflect this
richer interpretation of capitalist culture. In 1891, Pope Leo XIII condemned
socialism as a futile system, but also severely criticized existing market systems. In
1991, John Paul II surprised many by conditionally proposing "a business economy,
a market economy, or simply free economy" as a model for Eastern Europe and the
Third World. Novak notes that as early as 1963, this future Pope had signaled his
commitment to liberty. Later, as Archbishop of Krakow, he stressed the "creative
subjectivity" of workers, made by God in His image as co-creators. Now, as Pope,
he calls for economic institutions worthy of a creative people, and for political and
cultural reformsattuned to a new "human ecology" of family and work. Novak
offers an original and penetrating conception of social justice, rescuing it as a
personal virtue necessary for social activism. Since Pius XI made this idea
canonical in 1931, the term has been rejected by the Right as an oxymoron and
misused by the Left as a party platform. Novak applies this newly formulated
notion of social justice to the urgent worldwide problems of ethnicity, race, and
poverty. His fresh rethinking of the Catholic ethic comes just in time to challenge
citizens in those two large and historically Catholic regions, Eastern Europe and
Latin America, now taking their first steps as market economies, as well as those of
us in the West seeking a realistic moral vision.
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The Broken Heart of America
The Spirit of Capitalism answers a fundamental question of economics, a question
neither economists nor economic historians have been able to answer: what are
the reasons (rather than just the conditions) for sustained economic growth?
Taking her title from Max Weber's famous study on the same subject, Liah
Greenfeld focuses on the problem of motivation behind the epochal change in
behavior, which from the sixteenth century on has reoriented one economy after
another from subsistence to profit, transforming the nature of economic activity. A
detailed analysis of the development of economic consciousness in England, the
Netherlands, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States allows her to argue
that the motivation, or spirit, behind the modern, growth-oriented economy was
not the liberation of the rational economic actor, but rather nationalism.
Nationalism committed masses of people to an endless race for national prestige
and thus brought into being the phenomenon of economic competitiveness.
Nowhere has economic activity been further removed from the rational calculation
of costs than in the United States, where the economy has come to be perceived
as the end-all of political life and the determinant of all social progress. American
economic civilization spurs the nation on to ever-greater economic achievement.
But it turns Americans into workaholics, unsure of the purpose of their pursuits,
and leads American statesmen to exaggerate the weight of economic concerns in
foreign policy, often to the detriment of American political influence and the
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confusion of the rest of the world.

New Millennium South Korea
In this searching, marvelously informative book, Yamamoto Shichihei traces the
roots of Japan's modern business society. He shows how the Japanese version of
the Protestant work ethic had its beginnings with Buddhist and Confucian thinkers,
even through centuries of self-imposed isolation. The Japanese original is highly
revered by young Japanese executives.

East Meets West
In Transcending Capitalism, Howard Brick explains why many influential
midcentury American social theorists came to believe it was no longer meaningful
to describe modern Western society as "capitalist," but instead preferred
alternative terms such as "postcapitalist," "postindustrial," or "technological."
Considering the discussion today of capitalism and its global triumph, it is
important to understand why a prior generation of social theorists imagined the
future of advanced societies not in a fixed capitalist form but in some course of
development leading beyond capitalism. Brick locates this postcapitalist vision
within a long history of social theory and ideology. He challenges the common view
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that American thought and culture utterly succumbed in the 1940s to a
conservative cold war consensus that put aside the reform ideology and social
theory of the early twentieth century. Rather, expectations of the shift to a new
social economy persisted and cannot be disregarded as one of the elements
contributing to the revival of dissenting thought and practice in the 1960s. Rooted
in a politics of social liberalism, this vision held influence for roughly a half century,
from its interwar origins until the right turn in American political culture during the
1970s and 1980s. In offering a historically based understanding of American
postcapitalist thought, Brick also presents some current possibilities for
reinvigorating critical social thought that explores transitional developments
beyond capitalism.

The Spirit of Democratic Capitalism
Aesthetic Capitalism offers an innovative analysis of contemporary capitalism and
its use of image, symbolism, creativity and other aesthetic elements to produce
economic value.

The Happiness Industry
A diverse set of texts from Foucault, Weber, Derrida and others are examined in
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this reconceptualization of the way ethnicity functions in capitalist society.

Moralizing Capitalism
This book explores the new terrain of network capitalism through the
transformations of the discourse on technology. Rather than viewing such
discourse as either a true or false reflection of reality, Fisher evaluates the
ideological role that technology discourse plays in the legitimation of a new form of
capitalism. Based on an extensive empirical analysis, the book argues that
contemporary technology discourse at one and the same time promises more
personal empowerment through network technology and legitimates a more
privatized, flexible, and precarious economic constellations. Such discourse signals
a new tradeoff in the political culture of capitalism, from a legitimation discourse
which emphasizes the capacity of technology and technique to bring about social
emancipation (through equality, stability, and security) to a legitimation discourse
which focuses on the capacity of technology to bring about individual emancipation
(through individual empowerment, authenticity, creativity, and cooperation).
Contrary to the prevailing assumption that sees network technology as liberating
from the rigidity and pitfalls of a stifling, Fordist capitalism, the book offers a
theoretical framework which sees contemporary technology discourse as an
ideology that legitimates the economic, social, and political arrangements of the
new capitalism.
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The Foetal Condition
What does the COVID 19 tell us about the climate breakdown, and what should we
do about it? The economic and social impact of the coronavirus pandemic has been
unprecedented. Governments have spoken of being at war and find themselves
forced to seek new powers in order to maintain social order and prevent the spread
of the virus. This is often exercised with the notion that we will return to normal as
soon as we can. What if that is not possible? Secondly, if the state can mobilize
itself in the face of an invisible foe like this pandemic, it should also be able to
confront visible dangers such as climate destruction with equal force. In Corona,
Climate, Chronic Emergency, leading environmental thinker, Andreas Malm
demands that this war-footing state should be applied on a permanent basis to the
ongoing climate front line. He offers proposals on how the climate movement
should use this present emergency to make that case. There can be no excuse for
inaction any longer.

The Catholic Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
This book explores reforms to young adults' schooling that mobilise capital friendly
learning-and-earning (l'earning) webs. It argues that deschooling l'earning builds
young adults' commitment to modern modes of capital accumulation, gives
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insights into how they can secure their future, and reassures them that this can
serve the common good.

Deschooling L'earning
This book adds a crucial focus on morality to the growing literature on the history
of capitalism by exploring social and cultural perspectives on the economic order
that has dominated the modern world. Taking the study beyond narrow economic
confines, it traces the entanglement between moral sentiments and capitalism,
examining both moral critiques and moral justifications. Company bankruptcies,
systems of taxation, wealth, and the running of stock exchanges were attacked on
moral grounds, while ideas of economic justice and the humanization of capitalism
loomed large over moral critiques. Many movements, from antislavery to labour
campaigns, were inspired by aspirations to improve capitalism and halt the moral
decay that was felt to have affected large sections of society. This book questions
how moral sentiments are defined and have changed over time, and how these
relate to both capitalism and anti-capitalism. Covering a range of different social
movements and ethical issues, the 13 chapters present a moral history of
capitalism, understood not simply as an economic system but as an order that
encompasses all areas of modern life.
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Transcending Capitalism
Eugene McCarraher challenges the conventional view of capitalism as a force for
disenchantment. From Puritan and evangelical valorizations of profit to the
heavenly Fordist city, the mystically animated corporation, and the deification of
the market, capitalism has hijacked our intrinsic longing for divinity, laying hold to
our souls.

The Spirit of Capitalism
The bestselling book, now with a new preface by the authors At once a bold
defense and reimagining of capitalism and a blueprint for a new system for doing
business, Conscious Capitalism is for anyone hoping to build a more cooperative,
humane, and positive future. Whole Foods Market cofounder John Mackey and
professor and Conscious Capitalism, Inc. cofounder Raj Sisodia argue that both
business and capitalism are inherently good, and they use some of today’s bestknown and most successful companies to illustrate their point. From Southwest
Airlines, UPS, and Tata to Costco, Panera, Google, the Container Store, and
Amazon, today’s organizations are creating value for all stakeholders—including
customers, employees, suppliers, investors, society, and the environment. Read
this book and you’ll better understand how four specific tenets—higher purpose,
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stakeholder integration, conscious leadership, and conscious culture and
management—can help build strong businesses, move capitalism closer to its
highest potential, and foster a more positive environment for all of us.

Christ the Key
This book offers a major new account of modern capitalism and of the ways in
which value and wealth are created today. Boltanski and Esquerre argue that
capitalism in the West has recently undergone a fundamental transformation
characterized by de-industrialization, on the one hand, and, on the other, by the
increased exploitation of certain resources that, while not entirely new, have taken
on unprecedented importance. It is this new form of exploitation that has given rise
to what they call the ‘enrichment economy’. The enrichment economy is based
less on the production of new objects and more on the enrichment of things and
places that already exist. It has grown out of a combination of many different
activities and phenomena, all of which involve, in their varying ways, the
exploitation of the past. The enrichment economy draws upon the trade in things
that are intended above all for the wealthy, thus providing a supplementary source
of enrichment for the wealthy people who deal in these things and exacerbating
income inequality. As opportunities to profit from the exploitation of industrial
labour began to diminish, capitalism shifted its focus to expand the range of things
that could be exploited. This gave rise to a plurality of different forms for making
Page 18/32

File Type PDF The New Spirit Of Capitalism Luc Boltanski
things valuable – valuing objects in terms of their properties is only one such form.
The form that plays a central role in the enrichment economy is what the authors
call the ‘collection form’, which values objects based on the gap they fill in a
collection. This valuation process relies on the creation of narratives which enrich
commodities. This wide-ranging and highly original work makes a major
contribution to our understanding of contemporary societies and of how capitalism
is changing today. It will be of great value to students and scholars in sociology,
political economy and cultural studies, as well as to anyone interested in the social
and economic transformations shaping our world.

The Conscience of the Eye: The Design and Social Life of Cities
"This book offers a new take on why, in the West, the economy has become
synonymous with a belief in the creation of infinite wealth. It does so by turning to
the long-suppressed role played by the Catholic Church in the development of
capitalism in 18th-century France. Then a dominant and highly influential power,
France was rocked by intellectual tumult and confessional clashes, as well as
consumer and political revolutions. The church functioned as a de facto state bank,
and its clerics thought deeply and extensively about financial matters. Charly
Coleman argues that these theologians' long neglected writings show a
convergence of economic thought grounded in theological concepts --- what he
terms "economic theology" --- whether in managing the debt of sin or marshaling
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the infinite wealth of divine grace. A counterpart of sorts to Max Weber's famous
thesis on The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, the case here is made
for a distinctly Catholic ethic, one that has animated the spirit of capitalism from its
inception. The influence of sacramental theory demonstrates that at its core
modern economic understanding does not adhere neatly to rational action or
disenchanted designs, and in ways that scholars have yet to apprehend fully. Even
during the Enlightenment, a sense of the miraculous did not wither away in the
cold light of calculation. Rather, it emerged anew as a faith invested in the
limitless, endlessly creative expansion of the economic realm"--

Conscious Capitalism, With a New Preface by the Authors
New Millennium South Korea focuses on South Korea’s transformation during the
early years of the new millennium, the book discusses the key features of recent
transformations within the country.

Media and New Capitalism in the Digital Age
30 years after the release of his ground-breaking work, The Spirit of Democratic
Capitalism, Michael Novak returns to answer the question of what gives rise to
democratic capitalism - that intricate blend of commerce and rule of law that
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encourages peace and global trade. This essay is vital to understanding the
intangible environment that best inspires human flourishing, as it discovers
capitalism's essence, and uncovers what truly fosters creativity.Novak articulates
how democratic capitalism works toward creating, not just consuming, wealth,
along with encouraging ambition, discipline, and mutual benefit. He explains how
critics fail to consider the interaction between the system and the role that
economic, political, and moral liberties play in comprehensive human
flourishing.This new and exciting work enlivens the connection between the Bible
and democratic capitalism by showcasing how seamlessly the dynamic polity fits
with the imperatives of human capacity and drive.

The Lost Spirit of Capitalism
This volume of essays examines the ways in which magical practices are found in
different aspects of contemporary capitalist societies. From contract law to
science, by way of finance, business, marketing, advertising, cultural production,
and the political economy in general, each chapter argues that the kind of magic
studied by anthropologists in less developed societies – shamanism, sorcery,
enchantment, the occult – is not only alive and well, but flourishing in the midst of
so-called ‘modernity’. Modern day magicians range from fashion designers and
architects to Donald Trump and George Soros. Magical rites take place in the form
of political summits, the transformation of products into brands through advertising
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campaigns, and the biannual fashion collections shown in New York, London, Milan
and Paris. Magical language, in the form of magical spells, is used by everyone,
from media to marketers and all others devoted to the art of ‘spin’. While magic
may appear to be opposed to systems of rational economic thought, Moeran and
Malefyt highlight the ways it may in fact be an accomplice to it.

Christianity and the New Spirit of Capitalism
Since the publication of Max Weber's classic, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism, it has long been assumed that a distinctly Protestant ethos has shaped
the current global economic order. Against this common consensus, Kathryn D.
Blanchard argues that the theological thought of John Calvin and the Protestant
movement as a whole has much to say that challenges the current incarnation of
the capitalist order. This book develops an approach to Christian economic ethics
that celebrates God's gift of human freedom, while at the same time
acknowledging necessary, and indeed vital, limitations in the context of material
and social life. Through sustained interaction with such unlikely dialogue partners
as Adam Smith, Milton Friedman, Deirdre McCloskey, and Muhammad Yunus, this
book shows that the virtues of self-denial, neighbor love, and sympathy have been
quite at home in the capitalism of the past, and can be again. Though self-interest
has enjoyed several decades as the unquestioned ruling principle of American
economics, other-interest is steadily coming back into view, not only among
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Christian ethicists, but among economists as well. This book explores the
important implications of this shift in economic thinking from a theological
perspective.

The Protestant Ethnic and the Spirit of Capitalism
An innovative Christ-centered theology exploring the centrality of Christ for
Christian thought and shedding fresh light on major theological issues.

Max Weber on Capitalism, Bureaucracy and Religion
One of the world’s most celebrated theologians argues for a Protestant anti-work
ethic In his classic The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Max Weber
famously showed how Christian beliefs and practices could shape persons in line
with capitalism. In this significant reimagining of Weber’s work, Kathryn Tanner
provocatively reverses this thesis, arguing that Christianity can offer a direct
challenge to the largely uncontested growth of capitalism. Exploring the cultural
forms typical of the current finance-dominated system of capitalism, Tanner shows
how they can be countered by Christian beliefs and practices with a comparable
person-shaping capacity. Addressing head-on the issues of economic inequality,
structural under- and unemployment, and capitalism’s unstable boom/bust cycles,
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she draws deeply on the theological resources within Christianity to imagine anew
a world of human flourishing. This book promises to be one of the most important
theological books in recent years.

The Resources of Critique
New edition of this major work examining the development of neoliberalism In this
established classic, sociologists Luc Boltanski and Eve Chiapello get to the heart of
contemporary capitalism. Delving deep into the latest management texts
informing the thinking of employers, the authors trace the contours of a new spirit
of capitalism. They argue that beginning in the mid-1970s, capitalism abandoned
the hierarchical Fordist work structure and developed a new network-based form of
organization founded on employee initiative and autonomy in the workplace—a
putative freedom bought at the cost of material and psychological security. This
was a spirit in tune with the libertarian and romantic currents of the period (as
epitomized by dressed-down, cool capitalists such as Bill Gates and Ben and Jerry)
and, as the authors argue, a more successful, pernicious, and subtle form of
exploitation. In this new edition, the authors reflect on the reception of the book
and the debates it has stimulated.

Beyond Consumer Capitalism
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What is work? Why do we do it? Since time immemorial the answer to these
questions, from both the left and the right, has been that work is both a natural
necessity and, barring exploitation, a social good. One might criticise its
management, its compensation and who benefits from it the most, but never work
itself, never work as such. In this book, Alastair Hemmens seeks to challenge these
received ideas. Drawing on the new ‘critique-of-value’ school of Marxian critical
theory, Hemmens demonstrates that capitalism and its final crisis cannot be
properly understood except in terms of the historically specific and socially
destructive character of labour. It is from this radical perspective that Hemmens
turns to an innovative critical analysis of the rich history of radical French thinkers
who, over the past two centuries, have challenged the labour form head on: from
the utopian-socialist Charles Fourier, who called for the abolition of the separation
between work and play, and Marx’s wayward son-in-law, Paul Lafargue, who
demanded The Right to Laziness (1880), to the father of Surrealism, André Breton,
who inaugurated a ‘war on work’, and, of course, the French Situationist, Guy
Debord, author of the famous graffito, ‘never work’. Ultimately, Hemmens
considers normative changes in attitudes to work since the 1960s and the future of
anti-capitalist social movements today. This book will be a crucial point of
reference for contemporary debates about labour and the anti-work tradition in
France.

The Spirit of Chinese Capitalism
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The book makes serious theoretical contribution to the field of political economy in
indigenous development, public policy, sociology and development studies. It
further establishes the relationship between Hinduisation of indigenous
communities and rise of Hindu fundamentalism with a mining led industrial capital
while evaluating the impact on the new economic reforms on tribals and their
social, cultural, and religious identities in Orissa.

Corona, Climate, Chronic Emergency
Max Weber famously argued that the rise of capitalism in early modern Europe was
premised on the emergence of a distinctive set of attitudes - including the pursuit
of profit for its own sake - which he called ‘the spirit of capitalism’. Today, when
capitalism has spread across the globe, the spirit of capitalism would appear to
reign supreme. In this important book Bernard Stiegler takes a very different view:
what we are witnessing today is not the triumph of the spirit of capitalism but
rather its demise, as our contemporary ‘hyper-industrial’ societies become
increasingly uncontrollable, profoundly irrational and incapable of inspiring hope.
Disenchantment and despair have become the everyday lived experiences of
countless individuals. Far from being a moment of liberation, May '68 was just the
first symptom of our increasing disenchantment and 'spiritual misery'. The libidinal
energy that originally underpinned capitalism has become an unbound force,
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unleashing drives that can no longer be contained. Is there an alternative? Stiegler
argues that the development of alternatives must begin with a new industrial
policy, designed to recognize that technologies are what Plato called pharmaka,
meaning both poison and cure. Industrial society has a future only if we can create
technologies that foster relations of care (otium) for people whose spirit has been
exhausted by contemporary consumerism. We must develop an ecology not only
to protect the planet but also to renew the exploited energies of human desire.
This volume - the third in a trilogy that includes The Decadence of Industrial
Democracies and Uncontrollable Societies of Disaffected Individuals - will
consolidate Stiegler's reputation as one of the most original philosophers and
cultural theorists of our time.

The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Sport
A searing portrait of the racial dynamics that lie inescapably at the heart of our
nation, told through the turbulent history of the city of St. Louis. From Lewis and
Clark's 1804 expedition to the 2014 uprising in Ferguson, American history has
been made in St. Louis. And as Walter Johnson shows in this searing book, the city
exemplifies how imperialism, racism, and capitalism have persistently entwined to
corrupt the nation's past. St. Louis was a staging post for Indian removal and
imperial expansion, and its wealth grew on the backs of its poor black residents,
from slavery through redlining and urban renewal. But it was once also America's
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most radical city, home to anti-capitalist immigrants, the Civil War's first general
emancipation, and the nation's first general strike -- a legacy of resistance that
endures. A blistering history of a city's rise and decline, The Broken Heart of
America will forever change how we think about the United States.

The Critique of Work in Modern French Thought
For this important selection from Weber, sections of text from Weber's major works
(Gesammelte, Aufsatze Zur Religionssoziologie, including The Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism; General Economic History; and The Agrarian Sociology of
Ancient Civilisations) have been carefully edited and substantially translated to
form a coherent and integrated volume. Professor Andreski's aim has been to use
Weber's own works to explain crucial turns in the evolution of societies and
cultures, while eliminating the difficulties of language and frequent mistranslation
which have previously made Weber so difficult and baffling for students new to his
work. An essay by Andreski introduces the selections, which are centred on
Weber's principal interest, the relationship between capitalism, religion and
bureaucracy. He seeks to correct those misinterpretations of Weber's work which
have stressed his classification, rather than his attempts to theorise and explain
social phenomena on the basis of a comparitive analysis of universal historical
trends. This book was first published in 1983.
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The Spirit of French Capitalism
The main strength of this book is that it examines the challenges facing the field of
Bioethics today from medical, ethical and legal perspectives. A critical exchange of
ideas from professionals in interdisciplinary fields allows everyone to learn and
benefit from the insights gained through others' experiences. Examining, analyzing
and understanding these complex medical-ethical-legal issues and cases and how
they are resolved will serve as a paradigm for all professionals who will be
confronted with these complex bioethical issues now and in the future. The more
we face these challenges directly, examine them critically and debate them
enthusiastically the more knowledge will be gained and hopefully, we will gain
more practical wisdom.

Design Thinking and the New Spirit of Capitalism
Steven Overman explores the concordant values of the Protestant ethic,
capitalism, and sport by applying German scholar Max Weber's seminal thesis.
Weber demonstrated a relationship between the Protestant ethic and a form of
economic behavior he labeled the "Spirit of capitalism." The work introduces
readers to the doctrines and values experience, focusing on the framing of work
and play in light of an intense unease with human pleasure and idleness. The
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United States is portrayed as the quintessential Protestant ethic society. The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Sport proposes "seven Protestant virtues" built
upon rational asceticism and the work ethic that comprise the Protestant ethic. The
spirit of capitalism is presented as a derivative of this ethic and a major force in
shaping American institutions, notable organized sport. The second part of the
book discusses the spirit of American sport as it is manifested in values the author
identifies as the American sport ethic: seven constructs that correspond to the
seven Protestant "virtues." Each of these constructs, e.g., achieved status,
competitiveness, is examined as it has influenced organized sport. The discussion
encompasses youth sport, college sport, professional sport, and American
influence on the modern Olympics. The book then analyzes sport as a form of
consumer capitalism.

Magical Capitalism
Consumer capitalism dominates our economy, our politics and our culture. Yet
there is a growing body of research from a range of disciplines that suggests that
consumer capitalism may be past its sell-by date. Beyond Consumer Capitalism
begins by showing how, for people in the developed world, consumer capitalism
has become economically and environmentally unsustainable and is no longer able
to deliver its abiding promise of enhancing quality of life . This cutting-edge book
then asks why we devote so little time and effort to imagining other forms of
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human progress. The answer, Lewis suggests, is that our cultural and information
industries limit rather than stimulate critical thinking, keeping us on the treadmill
of consumption and narrowing our vision of what constitutes progress. If we are to
find a way out of this cul de sac, Lewis argues, we must begin by analysing the role
of media in consumer capitalism and changing the way we organize media and
communications. We need a cultural environment that encourages rather than
stifles new ideas about what guides our economy and our society. Timely and
compelling, Beyond Consumer Capitalism will have strong appeal to students and
scholars of media studies, cultural studies and consumer culture.

The Protestant Ethic or the Spirit of Capitalism
This text explores the nature and effects of contemporary capitalism through
engaging with Boltanski and Chiapello's seminal text, 'The New Spirit of
Capitalism'. It provides a comprehensive overview and interrogation of the text
and develops new insights into contemporary neo-liberal or 'financialized'
capitalism.
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