Read Online Musashi An Epic Novel Of The Samurai Era

Musashi An Epic Novel Of The Samurai Era
A March of Kings (Book #2 in the Sorcerer's Ring)The Heiké StoryJapanese Tales
from Times PastThe Secret Teachings of AikidoUesugi KenshinTokugawa
IeyasuMiyamoto MusashiThe Unfettered MindThe Complete Musashi: The Book of
Five Rings and Other WorksThe Lone SamuraiMusashi (A Graphic Novel)The
NinjaVladChild of VengeanceThe Art of WarThe Book of Five RingsA Brief History of
the SamuraiThe Hundred DaysSword of HonorAfrican SamuraiBest AikidoCloud of
SparrowsThe Bells and Other PoemsKuroda JosuiMusashiLandoMusashiMiyamoto
Musashi: a Life in ArmsThe Samurai47 RoninWay of the Warrior KidTaikoShinjuThe
Fall of CarthageThe Real MusashiPower That PreservesAbout FaceMiyamoto
MusashiMiyamoto MusashiVagabond

A March of Kings (Book #2 in the Sorcerer's Ring)
The Heiké Story
A full biography of Japanese swordsman Miyamoto Musashi

Japanese Tales from Times Past
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Musashi single-handedly takes on the entire Yoshioka Clan, 70 bloodthirsty men
out for revenge.

The Secret Teachings of Aikido
Aikido evolved from the rich martial traditions of Japan, and was developed by
Morihei Ueshiba based on their profound philosophies. In this book, the author
explains how Aikido is both the spirit of love and the study of that spirit. In unique
and incisive language, Ueshiba discusses the arcane aspects of Aikido's aims and
techniques, as well as the central importance of breathing, ki (chi), and Aikido's
relationship to the spirit and body - these form the very essence of Aikido. He goes
on to consider the virtues of this revered martial art, urging the reader to link to
the universe through Aikido, and ultimately to unify the divine and human. He also
explains the essence of Takemusu aiki (valorous force of procreation and
harmony), and Misogi (the ritual of purifying oneself). The book includes many rare
photos of the author - on both his techniques and his everyday life. Also included
are his twenty-five doka (spiritual Japanese-style poems) in Japanese, English, and
Romanization. The introduction was written by his grandson, Moriteru Ueshiba, the
present Aikido Doshu.

Uesugi Kenshin
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The life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645), Japan's greatest samurai swordsman, is
chronicled in this first authoritative, "lively and balanced" ("Library Journal"),
English-language biography of the impressive warrior. Included is original artwork
by Musashi plus Glossary, map, and Appendices.

Tokugawa Ieyasu
Musashi Miyamoto fights in 1600 for the losing side of the battle at Sekigahara
when the Tokugawa Shogunate begins its reign.

Miyamoto Musashi
In Lando, Louis L’Amour has created an unforgettable portrait of a unique
American hero. For six long years Orlando Sackett survived the horrors of a brutal
Mexican prison. He survived by using his skills as a boxer and by making three
vows. The first was to exact revenge on the hired killers who framed him. The
second was to return to his father. And the third was to find Gin Locklear. But the
world has changed a lot since Lando left it. His father is missing. The woman he
loves is married. And the killers want him dead. Hardened physically and
emotionally, Lando must begin an epic journey to resolve his past, even if it costs
him his life.
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The Unfettered Mind
Towards the end of the 16th century three outstanding commanders brought
Japan's century of civil wars to an end, but it was Tokugawa Leyasu who was to
ensure a lasting peace. In terms of his strategic and political achievements Leyasu
ranks as Japan's greatest samurai commander. Leyasu possessed the rare wisdom
of knowing who should be an ally and who was an enemy, a key skill for a
successful military leader. Leyasu's crowning victory at Sekigahara depended on
the defection to his side of Kobayakawa Hideaki, and the absence from the scene
of Ieyasu's son Hidetada serves to illustrate how just once there was a failure in
Ieyasu's otherwise classic strategic vision. To establish his family as the ruling clan
in Japan for the next two and a half centuries was abundant proof of his true
greatness.

The Complete Musashi: The Book of Five Rings and Other
Works
'Clements has a knack for writing suspenseful sure-footed conflict scenes: His
recounting of the Korean invasion led by samurai and daimyo Toyotomi Hideyoshi
reads like a thriller. If you're looking for a samurai primer, Clements' guide will
keep you on the hook' Japan Times, reviewed as part of an Essential Reading for
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Japanophiles series From a leading expert in Japanese history, this is one of the
first full histories of the art and culture of the Samurai warrior. The Samurai
emerged as a warrior caste in Medieval Japan and would have a powerful influence
on the history and culture of the country from the next 500 years. Clements also
looks at the Samurai wars that tore Japan apart in the 17th and 18th centuries and
how the caste was finally demolished in the advent of the mechanized world.

The Lone Samurai
When beautiful, wealthy Yukiko and low-born artist Noriyoshi are found drowned
together in a shinju, or ritual double suicide, everyone believes the culprit was
forbidden love. Everyone but newly appointed yoriki Sano Ichiro. Despite the
official verdict and warnings from his superiors, the shogun's Most Honorable
Investigator of Events, Situations, and People suspects the deaths weren't just a
tragedy -- they were murder. Risking his family's good name and his own life, Sano
will search for a killer across every level of society -- determined to find answers to
a mystery no one wants solved. No one but Sano As subtle and beautiful as the
culture it evokes, Shinju vividly re-creates a world of ornate tearooms and guady
pleasure-palaces, cloistered mountaintop convents and dealthy prisons. Part love
story, part myster, Shinju is a tour that will dazzle and entertain all who enter its
world. BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from Laura Joh Rowland's The
Shogun's Daughter.
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Musashi (A Graphic Novel)
After he escapes from the dungeon, Thor is horrified to learn of another
assassination attempt on King MacGil. When MacGil dies, the kingdom is set into
turmoil. As everyone vies for the throne, King’s Court is more rife than ever with its
family dramas, power struggles, ambitions, jealousy, violence and betrayal. An heir
must be chosen from among the children, and the ancient Dynasty Sword, the
source of all their power, will have a chance to be wielded by someone new. But all
this might be upended: the murder weapon is recovered, and the noose tightens
on finding the assassin. Simultaneously, the MacGils face a new threat by the
McClouds, who are set to attack again from within the Ring. Thor fights to win back
Gwendolyn’s love, but there may not be time: he is told to pack up, to prepare with
his brothers in arms for The Hundred, a hundred grueling days of hell that all
Legion members must survive. The Legion will have to cross the Canyon, beyond
the protection of the Ring, into the Wilds, and set sail across the Tartuvian Sea for
the Isle of Mist, said to be patrolled by a dragon, for their initiation into manhood.
Will they make it back? Will the Ring survive in their absence? And will Thor finally
learn the secret of his destiny? With its sophisticated world-building and
characterization, A MARCH OF KINGS is an epic tale of friends and lovers, of rivals
and suitors, of knights and dragons, of intrigues and political machinations, of
coming of age, of broken hearts, of deception, ambition and betrayal. It is a tale of
honor and courage, of fate and destiny, of sorcery. It is a fantasy that brings us
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into a world we will never forget, and which will appeal to all ages and genders. It
is 60,000 words. Book #3 in the series will be published soon.

The Ninja
“Exotic, entertaining . . . [an] exceptional first novel.”—San Francisco Chronicle The
year is 1861. After two centuries of isolation, Japan has opened its doors to the
West. And as foreign ships threaten to rain destruction on the Shogun’s castle in
Edo, a small group of American missionaries has arrived to spread the word of their
God. They have yet to realize that their future in Japan has already been foreseen.
For a young nobleman has dreamt that his life will be saved by an outsider in the
New Year. . . and it is said that Lord Genji has the gift of prophecy. What happens
next—when the handsome lord meets an appa rently reformed gunslinger and a
woman in flight from her own destructive beauty—sets the stage for a remarkable
adventure. For as this unlikely band embarks on a journey through a landscape
bristling with danger, East and West, flesh and spirit, past and future, collide in
ways no one—least of all Genji—could have imagined. Praise for Cloud of Sparrows
“The book seizes you from start to finish.”—The Washington Post “Adventurefilled.”—Entertainment Weekly “Rich . . . with an ambitious, unexpected ending
that cuts deeper than a samurai sword.”—San Francisco Chronicle
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Vlad
This collection of translated tales is from the most famous work in all of Japanese
classical literature—the Konjaku Monogatari Shu. This collection of traditional
Japanese folklore is akin to the Canterbury Tales of Chaucer or Dante's
Inferno—powerfully entertaining tales that reveal striking aspects of the cultural
psychology, fantasy, and creativity of medieval Japan—tales that still resonate with
modern Japanese readers today. The ninety stories in this book are filled with keen
psychological insights, wry sarcasm, and scarcely veiled criticisms of the clergy,
nobles, and peasants alike—suggesting that there are, among all classes and
peoples, similar failings of pride, vanity, superstition and greed—as well as
aspirations toward higher moral goals. This is the largest collection in English of
the Konjaku Monogatari Shu tales ever published in one volume. It presents the low
life and the high life, the humble and the devout, the profane flirting, farting and
fornicating of everyday men and women, as well as their yearning for the wisdom,
transcendence and compassion that are all part and parcel of our shared
humanity. Stories Include: The Grave of Chopsticks Robbers Come to a Temple and
Steal Its Bell The Woman Fish Peddler at the Guardhouse Fish are Turned into the
Lotus Sutra A Dragon is Caught by a Tengu Goblin The Monk Tojo Predicts the Fall
of Shujaku Gate Wasps Attack a Spider in Revenge
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Child of Vengeance
The struggle between Rome and Carthage in the Punic Wars was arguably the
greatest and most desperate conflict of antiquity. The forces involved and the
casualties suffered by both sides were far greater than in any wars fought before
the modern era, while the eventual outcome had far-reaching consequences for
the history of the Western World, namely the ascendancy of Rome. An epic of war
and battle, this is also the story of famous generals and leaders: Hannibal, Fabius
Maximus, Scipio Africanus, and his grandson Scipio Aemilianus, who would finally
bring down the walls of Carthage.

The Art of War
From the author of the epic novels Musashi, Taiko, and The Heike Story Warring
States Era, Japan Betrayal Means War After a peace accord is shattered, two great
generals clash for the fourth time at Kawanakajima, the island between the rivers.
The spiritual but angry Uesugi Kenshin, the Dragon of Echigo, confronts the more
experienced Takeda Shingen, the Tiger of Kai. Who will triumph? Uesugi Kenshin is
a historical novel told through the eyes of two rivals by Eiji Yoshikawa, a master of
the historical novel. If you are curious about warcraft between two ingenious
warlords, strategic surprises like in a movie by Akira Kurosawa, and the hearts and
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minds of warriors in combat, then you'll love this brilliant retelling of a famous
battle by Eiji Yoshikawa. Buy Uesugi Kenshin to witness the legendary Fourth Battle
of Kawanakajima today!

The Book of Five Rings
Warrior. Samurai. Legend. “A readable, compassionate account of an extraordinary
life.” —The Washington Post The remarkable life of history’s first foreign-born
samurai, and his astonishing journey from Northeast Africa to the heights of
Japanese society. When Yasuke arrived in Japan in the late 1500s, he had already
traveled much of the known world. Kidnapped as a child, he had ended up a
servant and bodyguard to the head of the Jesuits in Asia, with whom he traversed
India and China learning multiple languages as he went. His arrival in Kyoto,
however, literally caused a riot. Most Japanese people had never seen an African
man before, and many of them saw him as the embodiment of the black-skinned
(in local tradition) Buddha. Among those who were drawn to his presence was Lord
Nobunaga, head of the most powerful clan in Japan, who made Yasuke a samurai in
his court. Soon, he was learning the traditions of Japan’s martial arts and
ascending the upper echelons of Japanese society. In the four hundred years since,
Yasuke has been known in Japan largely as a legendary, perhaps mythical figure.
Now African Samurai presents the never-before-told biography of this unique figure
of the sixteenth century, one whose travels between countries, cultures and
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classes offers a new perspective on race in world history and a vivid portrait of life
in medieval Japan.

A Brief History of the Samurai
The classic samurai novel about the real exploits of the most famous swordsman.
Miyamoto Musashi was the child of an era when Japan was emerging from decades
of civil strife. Lured to the great Battle of Sekigahara in 1600 by the hope of
becoming a samurai--without really knowing what it meant--he regains
consciousness after the battle to find himself lying defeated, dazed and wounded
among thousands of the dead and dying. On his way home, he commits a rash act,
becomes a fugitive and brings life in his own village to a standstill--until he is
captured by a weaponless Zen monk. The lovely Otsu, seeing in Musashi her ideal
of manliness, frees him from his tortuous punishment, but he is recaptured and
imprisoned. During three years of solitary confinement, he delves into the classics
of Japan and China. When he is set free again, he rejects the position of samurai
and for the next several years pursues his goal relentlessly, looking neither to left
nor to right. Ever so slowly it dawns on him that following the Way of the Sword is
not simply a matter of finding a target for his brute strength. Continually striving to
perfect his technique, which leads him to a unique style of fighting with two swords
simultaneously, he travels far and wide, challenging fighters of many disciplines,
taking nature to be his ultimate and severest teacher and undergoing the rigorous
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training of those who follow the Way. He is supremely successful in his encounters,
but in the Art of War he perceives the way of peaceful and prosperous governance
and disciplines himself to be a real human being. He becomes a reluctant hero to a
host of people whose lives he has touched and been touched by. And, inevitably,
he has to pit his skill against the naked blade of his greatest rival. Musashi is a
novel in the best tradition of Japanese story telling. It is a living story, subtle and
imaginative, teeming with memorable characters, many of them historical.
Interweaving themes of unrequited love, misguided revenge, filial piety and
absolute dedication to the Way of the Samurai, it depicts vividly a world
Westerners know only vaguely. Full of gusto and humor, it has an epic quality and
universal appeal. The novel was made into a three-part movie by Director Hiroshi
Inagai. For more information, visit the Shopping area

The Hundred Days
Drawing on a large number of neglected original sources, A Life in Arms reveals
how events deeply buried in Musashi's past set him on the hard path to success- a
path that began with the brutal slaying of Arima Kihei, led to the fall of the
illustrious Yoshioka clan, and culminated in his dramatic encounter with Sasaki
Kojirō on Ganryū island.
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Sword of Honor
Rokuemon Haskura, a low-ranking warrior, is chosen as one of a group of envoys to
the Viceroy of Mexico and Pope Paul V, but by the time his delegation returns to
Japan, a policy of isolation has been established

African Samurai
*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of contemporary accounts *Includes a
bibliography for further reading "Study strategy over the years and achieve the
spirit of the warrior. Today is victory over yourself of yesterday; tomorrow is your
victory over lesser men." - Miyamoto Musashi Samurai Sasaki Kojiro was growing
increasingly impatient as he waited on the beach at Funa Island in Kokura. An
undefeated master swordsman, he was tense and his anger was getting the better
of him. He was on the small island for a duel, a clash of steel between two
swordsmen where a man's life could end in seconds. The duel was the ultimate
test of the swordsman, and Sasaki, one of the best in Japan, was known as "The
Demon of the Western Provinces." However, the Sasaki on the beach did not
resemble the fierce warrior of his reputation as he paced back and forth, frustrated
by the tardiness of his opponent: the enigmatic Miyamoto Musashi. Sasaki knew
nothing about Musashi except that the mysterious swordsman was undefeated,
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because aside from that, little was known about Musashi's style or lineage.
Although Musashi did have a reputation for keeping a rather unkempt appearance
and an unpredictable personality, the mysterious swordsman also was the subject
of conflicting stories about his courage and prowess. Though he was
understandably confident, Sasaki did not underestimate his opponent, who finally
arrived to the island on a small boat. Sasaki noticed something shocking: Musashi
did not bring a sword. Instead Musashi, who appeared as if he had just rolled out of
bed, brought a wooden oar carved into a makeshift sword as his dueling weapon.
Sasaki was furious, and though he was beyond insulted, he drew his sword and
prepared to fight to the death. The duel between the two masters thus began with
one of them having no sword at all. Little may have been known about Musashi at
the time, but centuries later, he is the most infamous and renowned warrior in
Japanese history. As a veteran of the Battle of Sekigahara (1600), Naiwa (1615),
and the Shimabara Rebellion in Hizen (1637-1638), Musashi was a seasoned
battlefield soldier, went undefeated in over 60 duels, and authored an essential
book on strategy, Go Rin No Sho (The Book of Five Rings). He invented a
swordsmanship style called Hi-no-shita Kaizan Shimmei Miyamoto Musashi Masanaryu, a two sword style that some historians think Musashi may have come up with
after being influenced by the two-handed drumming of Japanese drummers. His
style has continued to be an influence on the practice of kendo into the modern
era. Adding to his legend was the fact that Musashi did not look like a typical
samurai warrior. He was widely reported to have never bathed, never washed his
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hair, and did present himself like a man with a position in the ruling samurai class.
This man, considered to be Japan's finest swordsman, looked more like a
wandering vagabond than an elegant, aristocratic warrior. The typical samurai
employed by daimyos were expected to be properly dressed and groomed, with
clean clothes and neatly cut hair. Some samurai even applied rouge to their cheeks
to appear healthy and ready to die for their lords. Musashi, on the other hand,
seemed to have appeared out of thin air, claiming no famous teacher, school, or
lineage. He also never entered long term service with a daimyo, married, or settled
down (although he did serve a number of different prestigious clans). Instead, he
wandered throughout the island of Japan as a free spirit, apparently valuing
observation and intuition far above technique. Shockingly, he also rarely used a
real sword - while he respected the sword, he was not beholden to it and often
used whatever was available to duel an opponent. In the same vein, he taught his
own students to avoid preferences or to rely on any one tool. Put simply, Musashi
was a Japanese warrior like no other.

Best Aikido
Out of the violent chaos of medieval Japan, a band of men from the mountain
provinces rose to become some of the world's most feared warriors. These men
trained to perfect their art – a deadly union of martial skill and deception – to
defend themselves against the warlords, samurai and bandits who sought to
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exploit them. Hundreds of years later their name is a legend whispered down the
generations. A select few are still trained in the ancient craft. Fewer still are
selected to train at the feet of the most arcane practitioners of the shadow warriors
Nicholas Linnear is one of these elect. And as the city of New York is terrorized by a
ritualistic murderer, he may be the only man who can stop these killings. A ghost,
an assassin, guided by honour and tradition: the Ninja.

Cloud of Sparrows
"Trust nothing that you've heard." Winter 1431, a son is born to the Prince of
Transylvania. His father christened him "Vlad." His people knew him as "The
Dragon's Son." His enemies reviled him as "Tepes"-The Impaler. He became the
hero of a nation. We know him as Dracula. Vlad: The Last Confession is a novel
about the real man behind the Bram Stoker myth. It tells of the Prince, the warrior,
the lover, the torturer, the survivor and, ultimately, the hero. "A great tale, finely
woven with action, palpably real characters and terrific twists of fate." -Simon
Scarrow

The Bells and Other Poems
Stephen Maturin tries to turn Napoleon's secret link to the Islamic world against
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the emperor

Kuroda Josui
Miyamoto Musashi, who lived in Japan in the fifteenth century, was a renowned
samurai warrior. He has become a martial arts icon, known not just as an
undefeated dueler, but also as a master of battlefield strategy. Kenji Tokitsu turns
a critical eye on Musashi's life and writings, separating fact from fiction, and giving
a clear picture of the man behind the myth. Musashi's best-known work, The Book
of Five Rings, provides timeless insight into the nature of conflict. Tokitsu
translates and provides extensive commentary on that popular work, as well as
three other short texts on strategy that were written before it, and a longer, later
work entitled "The Way to Be Followed Alone." Tokitsu is a thoughtful and informed
guide, putting the historical and philosophical aspects of the text into context, and
illuminating the etymological nuances of particular Japanese words and phrases. As
a modern martial artist and a scholar, Tokitsu provides a view of Musashi's life and
ideas that is accessible and relevant to today's readers and martial arts students.

Musashi
After a Zen priest saves Musashi after the Battle of Sekigahara and confines him in
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solitude to train and discipline his mind and spirit, Musashi attempts to become the
greatest samurai in Japan

Lando
In this first book of a new illustrated middle grade series by a #1 New York Times
bestselling author, Marc learns to become a Warrior Kid after his uncle Jake, a Navy
SEAL, comes to stay for the summer.

Musashi
In the tempestuous closing decades of the sixteenth century, the Empire of Japan
writhes in chaos as the shogunate crumbles and rival warlords battle for
supremacy. Warrior monks in their armed citadels block the road to the capital;
castles are destroyed, villages plundered, fields put to the torch. Amid this
devastation, three men dream of uniting the nation. At one extreme is the
charismatic but brutal Nobunaga, whose ruthless ambition crushes all before him.
At the opposite pole is the cold, deliberate Ieyasu, wise in counsel, brave in battle,
mature beyond his years. But the keystone of this triumvirate is the most
memorable of all, Hideyoshi, who rises from the menial post of sandal bearer to
become Taiko--absolute ruler of Japan in the Emperor's name. When Nobunaga
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emerges from obscurity by destroying an army ten times the size of his own, he
allies himself with Ieyasu, whose province is weak, but whose canniness and
loyalty make him invaluable. Yet it is the scrawny, monkey-faced Hideyoshi--brash,
impulsive, and utterly fearless--who becomes the unlikely savior of this ravaged
land. Born the son of a farmer, he takes on the world with nothing but his bare
hands and his wits, turning doubters into loyal servants, rivals into faithful friends,
and enemies into allies. In all this he uses a piercing insight into human nature that
unlocks castle gates, opens men's minds, and captures women's hearts. For
Hideyoshi's passions are not limited to war and intrigue-his faithful wife, Nene,
holds his love dear, even when she must share it; the chaste Oyu, sister of
Hideyoshi's chief strategist, falls prey to his desires; and the seductive Chacha,
whom he rescues from the fiery destruction of her father's castle, tempts his
weakness. As recounted by Eiji Yoshikawa, author of the international best-seller
Musashi, Taiko tells many stories: of the fury of Nobunaga and the fatal arrogance
of the black-toothed Yoshimoto; of the pathetic downfall of the House of Takeda;
how the scorned Mitsuhide betrayed his master; how once impregnable ramparts
fell as their defenders died gloriously. Most of all, though, Taiko is the story of how
one man transformed a nation through the force of his will and the depth of his
humanity. Filled with scenes of pageantry and violence, acts of treachery and selfsacrifice, tenderness and savagery, Taiko combines the panoramic spectacle of a
Kurosawa epic with a vivid evocation of feudal Japan.
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Miyamoto Musashi: a Life in Arms
Miyamoto Musashi (1584–1645) is the most famous Samurai who ever lived. His
magnum opus, the Go-Rin-Sho or Book of Five Rings is a classic that is still read by
tens of thousands of people each year—Japanese and foreigners alike. Alex
Bennett's groundbreaking new translation of The Book of Five Rings reveals the
true meaning of this text for the first time. Like Sun Tzu's The Art of War, Musashi's
book offers unique insights, not just for warriors, but for anyone wanting to apply
the Zen Buddhist principle of awareness to achieve success in their endeavors.
This book sheds new light on Japanese history and on the philosophical meaning of
Bushido—the ancient "code of the Japanese warrior." Unlike other translations that
are based on incomplete and inaccurate versions of Musashi's work, Bennett's is
the first to be based on a careful reconstruction of the long-lost original
manuscript. Capturing the subtle nuances of the original Japanese classic, the
result is a far more accurate and meaningful English version of The Book of Five
Rings text. Richly annotated and with an extensive introduction to Musashi's life,
this version includes a collection of his other writings—translated into English for
the first time. A respected scholar, as well as a skilled martial artist, Bennett's
understanding of Musashi's life and work is unparalleled. This book will be widely
read by students of Japanese culture, history, military strategy, and martial arts. It
sets a new standard against which all other translations will be measured.
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The Samurai
Miyamoto Musashi (c. 1584-1645) is the most revered and celebrated swordsman
in Japanese history; unfortunately, our modern portrait of this folk hero is derived
mainly from popular books, comics, and film, with little heed paid to the early
records by men who knew Musashi, practiced with Musashi, and went into battle
with Musashi. Spanning a period of more than a decade, the author set out to
translate all surviving records on Musashi. The result is a body of text comprising
some 150,000 words, mostly written during Japan's feudal era. They range from
original accounts of duels, battles, and sieges, local histories and topographies,
down to personal correspondence, clan records, family lineages, and roll calls. The
fruit of that labor of love, the groundbreaking three-part The Real Musashi: Origins
of a Legend series makes available to the English reader virtually all of the extant
early historical material relevant to the life of this enigmatic and solitary
swordsman. All texts are accompanied by extensive notes that help to clarify and
put them in perspective. Part III, A Miscellany, presents translations of nearly two
dozen texts describing important events in Musashi's life, dating from the midseventeenth to the late-nineteenth century. They include the Tomari jinja
munefuda, by Musashi's adopted son Iori; the Yoshioka-den, the clan records of the
rivaling Yoshioka clan, the K k zatsuroku, describing Musashi's heroic role in the
siege of Osaka castle; the Dobo goen, on his liaison with a Yoshiwara geisha; the S
ky -sama o-degatari on his role in the Shimabara Rebellion; and the Numata kaki,
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written by the keeper of the castle where Musashi stayed at the time of his famous
duel on Ganryu Island. "

47 Ronin
A classic tale that will captivate lovers of Japan, history, and epic adventure alike.
Japan's most celebrated tale of chivalry, loyalty and revenge—and the basis for a
Hollywood feature film starring Keanu Reaves—47 Ronin is the epic tale of a heroic
band of Samurai warriors who defy the Japanese Emperor to avenge the honor of
their fallen master. The story begins in 1701 when the noble Lord Asano attacks an
official at court. His punishment is swift and harsh—the Emperor orders Lord Asano
to commit ritual suicide (harikiri). His lands are confiscated, his family exiled, and
his Samurai warrior brigade is disbanded—becoming Ronin or masterless,
wandering renegades. While appearing to follow the Emperor's instructions, the 47
Ronin plot in secret for many years, biding their time until the moment to strike is
right. Like the story of the Knights of the Round Table, the Ronin's deeds became
legendary, iconic examples of courage, cunning and loyalty in an age when the
Samurai were true heroes and honor was something worth dying for. John Allyn's
vivid retelling, with a foreword by scholar and film advisor, Stephen Turnbull,
presents this epic of Japanese literature in its correct historical context.
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Way of the Warrior Kid
Called “everything a war memoir could possibly be” by The New York Times, this
all-time classic of the military memoir genre now includes a new forward from
bestselling author and retired Navy SEAL Jocko Willink. Whether he was fifteen
years old or forty, David Hackworth devoted his life to the US Army and quickly
became a living legend. However, he appeared on TV in 1971 to decry the doomed
war effort in Vietnam. From Korea to Berlin and the Cuban missile crisis to
Vietnam, Hackworth’s story is that of an exemplary patriot, played against the
backdrop of the changing fortunes of America and the US military. This memoir is
the stunning indictment of the Pentagon’s fundamental misunderstanding of the
Vietnam conflict and of the bureaucracy of self-interest that fueled the war. With
About Face, Hackworth has written what many Vietnam veterans have called the
most important book of their generation and presents a vivid and powerful portrait
of patriotism.

Taiko
IN THE EPIC HISTORICAL NOVEL SWORD OF HONOR, DAVID KIRK CONTINUES THE
SAGA OF MUSASHI MIYAMOTO, THE GREATEST SWORDSMAN IN JAPANESE
HISTORY, AS HE JOURNEYS TO THE ANCIENT CITY OF KYOTO TO FIGHT FOR HIS LIFE
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AND HIS IDEALS. Having survived the cataclysmic battle of Sekigahara, which
established the mighty Tokugawa Shogunate, young Musashi Miyamoto travels
through Japan determined to proclaim his revolutionary epiphany that the “way of
the samurai,” the ancient code that binds warriors to their masters, needs to be
abolished. But during the battle Musashi insulted an adept of the powerful
Yoshioka school, and a price has been put on his head. Musashi is drawn to Kyoto,
domain of the Yoshioka, driven by anger and certain that he will deal a crushing
blow to the traditional samurai dogma by destroying the school. Musashi will learn,
however, that the capital of the nation is rife with intrigue and potential rebellion
against the newly established government, a struggle into which he unwittingly
enters. Among other outcasts, Musashi will find the worth of his spectacular skill
with the sword weighed against the deep cunning of manipulative Lords, and must
make his reckoning with the Yoshioka, the way of the samurai, and ultimately his
own nature. Only then will he be able to take one step closer to becoming the wise
old sage who wrote The Book of Five Rings. Sword of Honor seamlessly blends
meticulous research, mesmerizing action sequences, and a driving narrative to
bring this extraordinary figure to life. From the Hardcover edition.

Shinju
With their evocations of romantic longing and the transience of beauty and life
itself, the poems of Edgar Allan Poe have captivated readers around the world. This
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lavish hardcover volume features the best of Poe's verse, including "The Raven,"
"Annabel Lee," "To Helen," and other favorites. The poems are enhanced by 28
color plates and numerous black-and-white images by Edmund Dulac, one of the
foremost artists from the Golden Age of Illustration.

The Fall of Carthage
"A trilogy of remarkable scope and sophistication." LOS ANGELES TIMES Twice
before Thomas Covenant had been summoned to the strange other-world where
magic worked. Twice before he had been forced to join with the Lords of
Revelstone in their war against Lord Foul, the ancient enemy of the Land. Now he
was back. This time the Lords of Revelstone were desperate. Without hope,
Covenant set out to confront the might of the enemy, as Lord Foul grew more
powerful with every defeat for the Land.

The Real Musashi
A bold and vivid historical epic of feudal Japan, based on the real-life exploits of the
legendary samurai Musashi Miyamoto Japan in the late sixteenth century was a
land in turmoil. Lords of the great clans schemed against one another, served by
aristocratic samurai bound to them by a rigid code of honour. Bennosuke is a highPage 25/30
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born but lonely youth living in his ancestral village. His mother died when he was a
young boy, and his powerful warrior father, Munisai, has abandoned him for a life
of service to his lord, Shinmen. Bennosuke has been raised by his uncle Dorinbo, a
Buddhist monk who urges the boy to forgo the violence of the samurai and
embrace the contemplative life. But Bennosuke worships his absent father, and
when Munisai returns, gravely injured, Bennosuke is forced to confront truths
about his family's history and his own place in it. These revelations soon guide him
down the samurai's path--awash with blood, bravery, and vengeance. His journey
will culminate in the epochal Battle of Sekigahara, in which Bennosuke will first
proclaim his name as Musashi Miyamoto. This rich and absorbing epic explores the
complexities of one young man's quest while capturing a crucial turning point in
Japanese history with visceral mastery, sharp psychological insight, and
tremendous narrative momentum.

Power That Preserves
From the author of the epic novels Musashi, Taiko, and The Heike StoryEnd of the
16th century, the Warring States period in JapanEnding a civil war that has lasted
over one hundred years is complex work.History tells us the great general Oda
Nobunaga and his genius war strategist Toyotomi Hideyoshi were two of the three
Great Unifiers of Japan. The third was not Kuroda Josui (aka Kuroda Kanbei), the
lord of Himeji Castle. He was a brilliant tactician, a man behind the scenes. He
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became a trusted advisor to Toyotomi Hideyoshi (aka Hashiba Hideyoshi). He was
sent as an envoy to the enemy's castle but never returned. Was he a trusted
vassal turn or a despicable traitor? Nobunaga suspects betrayal, and the Kuroda
clan will pay the price. If Kanbei returns, what will be his fate? This historical novel
by Eiji Yoshikawa first ran as a serial publication in Shukan Asahi from January to
August 1943.

About Face
If our readers, tempted by the Italian proverb about seeing Naples and then dying,
were to ask us what is the most favourable moment for visiting the enchanted city,
we should advise them to land at the mole, or at Mergellina, on a fine summer day
and at the hour when some solemn procession is moving out of the cathedral.
Nothing can give an idea of the profound and simple-hearted emotion of this
populace, which has enough poetry in its soul to believe in its own happiness.

Miyamoto Musashi
Miyamoto Musashi, the legendary samurai, is known throughout the world as a
master swordsman, a spiritual seeker, and the author of the classic Book of Five
Rings. This graphic novel treatment of his amazing life is both a vivid account of a
Page 27/30

Read Online Musashi An Epic Novel Of The Samurai Era
fascinating period in feudal Japan and a portrait of courageous, iconoclastic
samurai who wrestled with philosophical and spiritual ideas that are as relevant
today as they were in his time. For Musashi, the way of the martial arts was about
mastery of the mind rather than simply technical prowess. Over 350 years after his
death, Musashi still intrigues us—and his Book of Five Rings is essential reading for
students of all martial arts and those interested in cultivating strategic mind.

Miyamoto Musashi
This classic samurai-era text fused Japanese swordsmanship with Zen and
influenced the direction that the art has taken ever since. Written by the
seventeenth-century Zen master Takuan Soho (1573–1645), The Unfettered Mind
is a book of advice on swordsmanship and the cultivation of right mind and
intention. It was written as a guide for the samurai Yagyu Munenori, who was a
great swordsman and rival to the legendary Miyamoto Musashi. Takuan was a
giant in the history of Zen; he was also a gardener, calligrapher, poet, author,
adviser to samurai and shoguns, and a pivotal figure in Zen painting. He was
known for his brilliance and acerbic wit. In these succinct and pointed essays,
Takuan is concerned primarily with understanding and refining the mind—both
generally and when faced with conflict. The Unfettered Mind was a major influence
on the classic manifestos on swordsmanship that came after it, including Miyamoto
Musashi's Book of Five Rings and Yagyu Munenori's Life-Giving Sword.
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Vagabond
Presents an introduction to the fundamentals of aikido, covering training,
techniques, and principles of the martial art.
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