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The Endless Steppe
Torrey Grey is famous. At least, on the internet.
Thousands of people watch her popular videos on
fashion and beauty. But when Torrey's sister is killed
in an accident -- maybe because of Torrey and her
videos -- Torrey's perfect world implodes. Now,
strangers online are bashing Torrey. And at her new
school, she doesn't know who to trust. Is queen bee
Blair only being sweet because of Torrey's internet
infamy? What about Raylene, who is decidedly
unpopular, but seems accepts Torrey for who she is?
And then there's Luis, with his brooding dark eyes,
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whose family runs the local funeral home. Torrey finds
herself drawn to Luis, and his fascinating stories
about El Dia de los Muertos, the Day of the Dead. As
the Day of the Dead draws near, Torrey will have to
really look at her own feelings about death, and life,
and everything in between. Can she learn to mourn
her sister out of the public eye?

What's Happening to Me? (Boys)
"On Day 56 of the Blustar Pandemic, sixteen-year-old
Nadia's mother dies, leaving Nadia to fend for herself
and her younger brother, Rabbit. Both have been
immunized against the virus, but they can't be
protected from what comes next. Their father taught
them to "be the cockroach" -- to adapt to and survive
whatever comes their way. And that's their mission.
Facing a lawless world of destruction and deprivation,
Nadia and Rabbit drive from Seattle to their
grandfather's compound in West Virginia. The illness,
fatigue, and hunger they endure along the way will all
be worth it once they reach the compound. Unless no
one is waiting for them " --Page [4] of cover.

The Trap
"LOOT hits the jackpot." -- Rick Riordan, #1 NEW
YORK TIMES bestselling author On a foggy night in
Amsterdam, a man falls from a rooftop to the wet
pavement below. It's Archibald McQuinn, the
notorious cat burglar, and he's dying. As sirens wail in
the distance, Archie manages to get out two last
words to his young son, March: "Find jewels." But
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March learns that his father is not talking about
hidden loot. He's talking about Jules, the twin sister
March never knew he had. No sooner than the two
find each other, they're picked up by the police and
sent to the world's worst orphanage. It's not hard
time, but it feels like it. March and Jules have no
intention of staying put. They know their father's
business inside and out, and they're tired of being
pushed around. Just one good heist, and they'll live
the life of riches and freedom that most kids only
dream about. . . . . Hold on to your pearls, because
this summer, the world's youngest criminal
masterminds are coming for you. Praise for Loot: "So
many things I love about this book: Cursed jewels, a
dangerous prophecy, a crash course in the history of
thievery, acrobatics and grift . . . This is LOOT you can
take to the bank. It's the perfect summer read for
kids." -- Rick Riordan, #1 NEW YORK TIMES bestselling
author of the Percy Jackson series "LOOT is one of
those books that you'll want to devour in one sitting.
Full of twists and turns and thrills aplenty, with the
perfect mixture of humor throughout, this is a mustread. I really loved it." -- James Dashner, NEW YORK
TIMES bestselling author of THE MAZE RUNNER "LOOT
is pure delight -- a super-smart, funny, and exciting
ride that I hoped would last forever. Full of wonderful
characters and gratifying twists, this story is truly
something special." -- Rebecca Stead, NEW YORK
TIMES bestselling author and Newbery Medalist for
WHEN YOU REACH ME "A nonstop thrill ride of cons,
schemes, and near misses, with more twists than a
pretzel factory. If middle grade heist counts as a
genre, Jude Watson is the master." -- Gordon Korman,
NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author of SWINDLE
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"LOOT is proof that Jude Watson can do it all: an edgeof-your seat mystery that manages to be thrilling,
funny, nail-biting, and full of real characters readers
will care about. I loved it." -- Peter Lerangis, NEW
YORK TIMES bestselling author of The Seven Wonders
series "LOOT is one of my favorite reads in a very
long time! I could not put this book down!" -- Jennifer
A. Nielsen, NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author of THE
FALSE PRINCE "LOOT breezes along in Jude Watson's
trademark smart, snappy style, a sophisticated caper
with a charming and unforgettable cast of
characters." -- Natalie Standiford, author of THE
SECRET TREE “LOOT is fast, fun, and full of exciting
twists -- like OCEANS 11 starring kids. Buried beneath
the exciting heist adventure is a beautifully written
story of love and resilience, but that just serves to
deepen the surprises and suspense that will keep kids
flipping pages long after lights out.” -- Rachel Vail,
author of UNFRIENDED "Bursting with adventure,
humor and heart, LOOT is an unputdownable treat.
Just make sure to hide it somewhere genius when
you're done, so no one tries to steal it." -- Sarah
Mlynowski, bestselling author of the Whatever After
series "One deadly curse, four runaway kids and
seven magical moonstones all add up to a pageturner full of action and heart. This is OCEAN'S
ELEVEN for the middle grade reader." -- Kirby Larson,
Newbery Honor author of HATTIE BIG SKY * "Akin to
the best of roller-coaster rides. . . . Taut, engrossing,
and unstoppable." -- KIRKUS REVIEWS, starred review
* "Jewel theft has never been as fun as in 39 Clues
contributor Watson's action-packed novel featuring
Mission: Impossible - style escapades. . . . The high
level of suspense, ultra-short chapters, and fast pace
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will hook readers of all stripes.” -- PUBLISHERS
WEEKLY, starred review "Sassy narration, smart
quips, pigeon drops, and slang worthy of an episode
of DRAGNET make this fast-paced tale of topsy-turvy
antics a joy from beginning to end. Don't try these
high jinks at home" -- BOOKLIST "A richly entertaining
romp." -- BULLETIN OF THE CENTER FOR CHILDREN'S
BOOKS

The One Left Behind
A gripping wilderness adventure and survival story It
was getting colder. Johnny pulled the fur-lined hood of
his parka over his head and walked towards his own
cabin with the sound of snow crunching beneath his
boots. "He should be back tomorrow," he thought, as
a star raced across the sky just below the North Star.
"He should be back tomorrow for sure." Seventeenyear-old Johnny Least-Weasel knows that his
grandfather Albert is a stubborn old man and won't
stop checking his own traplines even though other
men his age stopped doing so years ago. But Albert
Least-Weasel has been running traplines in the
Alaskan wilderness alone for the past sixty years.
Nothing has ever gone wrong on the trail he knows so
well. When Albert doesn't come back from checking
his traps, with the temperature steadily plummeting,
Johnny must decide quickly whether to trust his
grandfather or his own instincts. Written in alternating
chapters that relate the parallel stories of Johnny and
his grandfather, John Smelcer's The Trap poignantly
addresses the hardships of life in the far north,
suggesting that the most dangerous traps need not
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be made of steel.

Snow Treasure
Relates in verse how Roland and Miranda handled the
situation when they were trapped in a sack by a
witch.

The Sky Is Falling
Exiled to Siberia In June 1942, the Rudomin family is
arrested by the Russians. They are "capitalists -enemies of the people." Forced from their home and
friends in Vilna, Poland, they are herded into crowded
cattle cars. Their destination: the endless steppe of
Siberia. For five years, Ester and her family live in
exile, weeding potato fields and working in the mines,
struggling for enough food and clothing to stay alive.
Only the strength of family sustains them and gives
them hope for the future.

A Matter of Days
Mandy's life changes forever when her ten-year-old
twin sister eats a hamburger tainted with E coli and
dies.

They Raced for Treasure
Suitable for younger learners Word count 14,960

Welcome to the Dark House
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From the German invasion of Poland in 1939 to the
liberation of her concentration camp in 1945, the
author chronicles an adolescence shaped by the
horrors of the Holocaust but strengthened by the
force of her own will.

If You're Reading This
Growing up is a whole lot easier if you have some
idea what to expect. This book describes exactly what
will happen to your body in a straightforward, easy-tounderstand way, and it explains some of your feelings
too - all you need to know for this important time in
your life. This is a highly illustrated ebook that can
only be read on the Kindle Fire or other tablet. "Look
no further: the What's Happening to Me? books are
nothing short of brilliant. They aim to help children
aged nine and above understand bodily changes and
they do this extremely well Reading these books will
help young people to become more self-assured and
feel more comfortable talking about their
concerns.Adolescent boys will find this book answers
a lot of their questions and help them to worry less
about the changes taking over their bodies. Reading
these books will help young people to become more
self-assured and feel more comfortable talking about
their concerns. " - John Dabell, TES Magazine

Suppose You Met a Witch
From a Newbery Medal–winning author, an “exciting
novel” about a colonial girl’s experience during the
French and Indian War (Saturday Review). In the year
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1754, the stillness of Charlestown, New Hampshire, is
shattered by the terrifying cries of an Indian raid.
Young Miriam Willard, on a day that had promised
new happiness, finds herself instead a captive on a
forest trail, caught up in the ebb and flow of the
French and Indian War. It is a harrowing march north.
Miriam can only force herself to the next stopping
place, the next small portion of food, the next icy
stream to be crossed. At the end of the trail waits a
life of hard work and, perhaps, even a life of slavery.
Mingled with her thoughts of Phineas Whitney, her
sweetheart on his way to Harvard, is the crying of her
sister’s baby, Captive, born on the trail. Miriam and
her companions finally reach Montreal, a city of
shifting loyalties filled with the intrigue of war, and
here, by a sudden twist of fortune, Miriam meets the
prominent Du Quesne family, who introduce her to a
life she has never imagined. Based on an actual
narrative diary published in 1807, Calico Captive
skillfully reenacts an absorbing facet of history. “Vital
and vivid, this short novel based on the actual
captivity of a pre-Revolutionary girl of Charlestown,
New Hampshire, presents American history with force
and verve.” —Kirkus Reviews

Treasures in the Dust
On June 24, 1941, Michael, 16, and his sister, 19,
leave their home in Dubno in Ukraine, just ahead of
the advancing German armies. Fleeing by foot and
train, deep into Ukraine and beyond, the teens spend
a brutal winter in a town near Stalingrad, where they
nearly perish from hunger and cold. In July of 1942,
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they escape again ahead of the Germans onslaught.
The siblings saga of loss, courage, and endurance is
interlaced with accounts of critical events of the war
and of the annihilation of the Jews in Ukraine, offering
an important historical narrative of the challenges
wartime refugees faced in the Soviet Union. "Its very
well-written and tells an extraordinary story with
much passion, empathy and skill." - Omer Bartov,
professor of history, Brown University "Michael
portrays in shattering detail the improbable survival
of most Polish Jews who eluded the Holocaust by
fleeing to the Soviet Union. The memoir offers a
novel, absolutely essential perspective on the
catastrophic events of World War II." - Atina
Grossmann, professor of history, Cooper Union, New
York "This unbelievable, yet true, unique story will
help teachers meet the NJ mandate that all students
must learn about bias, prejudice and bigotry through
the teaching of the Holocaust and genocide." -

Theater Shoes
The night the Nazis come to take their mother away,
three children escape in a terrifying scramble across
the rooftops. Alone in the chaos of Warsaw they have
to learn to survive on their own. Then they meet Jan,
a ragged boy with a paperknife - the silver sword that they recognize as belonging to their lost father.
The sword becomes their symbol of hope as, with Jan,
they begin the hazardous journey across war-torn
Eueope to find their parents. Ian Serraillier's moving
account of a family torn apart by war speaks as much
to us today as it did when it was first written.
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Taken
Trust is the hardest thing to find . . . and the easiest
to lose. Emily Bell has it all. She's in love with a boy
named Sam Border, and his little brother has become
part of her family. This summer is destined to be the
best time of their lives - until a charismatic new girl in
town sets her sights on Sam. Now Emily finds herself
questioning the loyalty of the person she trusts the
most. But the biggest threat to her happiness is
someone she never saw coming. Sam's psychopathic
father is planning a jailbreak. And he knows exactly
where to find Emily and his sons when he escapes.
The happily-ever-after of Holly Goldberg Sloan's
acclaimed debut I'LL BE THERE is turned on its head
in this riveting, emotional drama about friends,
enemies and how those roles can shift in a matter of
moments.

Second Chance Summer
"Twelve-year-old Wayne Kovok loses his uncle to war
and his voice to a plane crash in the same year and
must learn to speak up as he navigates relationships
with his father, grandfather, and new friend, Denny
Rosenblatt"--

Just Call My Name
Escape from Warsaw
Discovering a magical pencil that imparts answers to
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her questions, Ava and her best friend, Sophie, learn
the pencil's rules and become increasingly reliant on
its replies until it reveals a scary truth about Ava's
family. By the award-winning author of the Marty
McGuire series.

Gold Dust
Twelve-year-old Thaddeus A. Ledbetter, who
considers it a duty to share his knowledge and talent
with others, refutes each of the charges which have
sent him to "In-School Suspension" for the remainder
of seventh grade.

Hurricane Song
When Miles's mother remarries, Miles decides to
move to New Orleans to be with his father. But he and
his father are very different—Miles's dad lives for jazz,
while Miles's first love is football. Then Hurricane
Katrina hits, and the two must seek refuge in the
Superdome. What would normally be a dream come
true for a football fan, this safe haven turns into a
nightmare when the power fails and gangs take over.
And when his father decides to rebel, Miles must
make a choice that will alter their relationship—and
their lives—forever.

The Silver Sword
Set in the current day, this is the final book in the
series that began with Once, continued with Then and
is . . . Now. Felix is a grandfather. He has achieved
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much in his life and is widely admired in the
community. He has mostly buried the painful
memories of his childhood, but they resurface when
his granddaughter Zelda comes to stay with him.
Together they face a cataclysmic event armed only
with their with gusto and love—an event that helps
them achieve salvation from the past, but also brings
the possibility of destruction. Now is one of Kirkus
Reviews' Best Children's Books of 2012

Can't Look Away
Grade Level 5.5, Book# 85, Points 4.

Hero on a Bicycle
Perfect for fans of Kathryn Erskine’s Mockingbird and
Holly Goldberg Sloan’s Counting by 7s, this is a
stunningly unique and poignant story of one girl’s
strength and courage as she decides who she is and
what she will believe in. Behind the white-washed
walls of the Arizona compound, life was simple. Follow
the rules, "live in the light," and all would be well.
Zylynn was excited to turn thirteen and begin the
work of bringing others into the light, to save them
from the liars and the darkness of the outside world.
But when she is taken away by a man who claims to
be her father, Zylynn is confused, and desperate to
return to her home. Zylynn resists her new life—until
she finds small comforts, like shampoo, the color pink,
and strawberries. But as her thirteenth birthday
approaches, Zylynn must make a difficult decision—to
stay here with the enemy, or find her way back to the
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light. And neither may be what they seem.

The Cage
It is the summer of 1940, and all of England fears an
invasion by Hitler’s army. Norah lies in bed listening
to the anxious voices of her parents downstairs. Then
Norah is told that she and her brother, Gavin, are
being sent to Canada. The voyage across the ocean is
exciting, but at the end of it Norah is miserable. The
rich woman who takes them in prefers Gavin to her,
the children at school taunt her, and as the news from
England becomes worse, she longs for home. As
Norah begins to make friends, she discovers a
surprising responsibility that helps her to accept her
new country.

Loot
Fans of Incarceron by Catherine Fisher and Variant by
Robison Wells won't want to miss this magnetic first
book in a gripping dystopian sci-fi series. Marie Lu,
New York Times bestselling author of the Legend
trilogy, raves that Taken is "an action-packed thrill
ride from beginning to end. More, please!" Gray
Weathersby has grown up expecting to disappear at
midnight on his eighteenth birthday. They call it the
Heist—and it happens to every boy in Claysoot. His
only chance at escape is to climb the Wall that
surrounds Claysoot. A climb no one has ever survived
...

Calico Captive
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Baseball-loving seventh grader Richard has hopes of
turning himself and the new kid, Napoleon, into the
best baseball players Boston has seen since the Gold
Dust Twins“As long as you have baseball on your side
you can overcome anything.” Seventh grader Richard
Moncreif is convinced baseball will ease newcomer
Napoleon Charlie Ellis’s transition to life in Boston.
Napoleon is unlike anyone he’s ever met: poised, well
educated, and a cricket player from the Caribbean.
Napoleon is one of the few black students at Richard’s
school, where racism is pervasive. But Richard
believes that he and Napoleon can get through any
hardship and become the next Gold Dust Twins, just
like the famous pair of Red Sox rookies from 1975.
After all, Napoleon is a natural athlete, and Richard
knows everything anyone could possibly know about
baseball. He just needs Napoleon to play along. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Chris Lynch
including rare images from the author’s personal
collection.

White is for Magic
In her first novel, beloved author Shirley Hughes
presents a World War II adventure proving that in
extraordinary circumstances, people are capable of
extraordinary things. Italy, 1944: Florence is occupied
by Nazi forces. The Italian resistance movement has
not given up hope, though — and neither have
thirteen-year- old Paolo and his sister, Costanza. As
their mother is pressured into harboring escaping
POWs, Paolo and Costanza each find a part to play in
opposing the German forces. Both are desperate to
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fight the occupation, but what can two siblings — with
only a bicycle to help them — do against a whole
army? Middle-grade fans of history and adventure will
be riveted by the action and the vividly evoked
tension of World War II.

Free Thaddeus!
What's your worst nightmare? For Ivy Jensen, it's the
eyes of a killer that haunt her nights. For Parker
Bradley, it's bloodthirsty sea serpents that slither in
his dreams. And for seven essay contestants, it's their
worst nightmares that win them an exclusive, behindthe-scenes look at director Justin Blake's latest,
confidential project . Ivy doesn't even like scary
movies, but she's ready to face her real-world fears.
Parker's sympathetic words and perfect smile help
keep her spirits up. . . at least for now. Not everyone
is so charming, though. Horror-film fanatic Garth
Vader wants to stir up trouble. It's bad enough he has
to stay in the middle of nowhere with this group—the
girl who locks herself in her room; the know-it-all
roommate; "Mister Sensitive"; and the one who's too
cheery for her own good. Someone has to make
things interesting. Except, things are already a little
weird. The hostess is a serial-killer look-alike, the
dream-stealing Nightmare Elf is lurking about, and the
seventh member of the group is missing. By the time
Ivy and Parker realize what's really at stake, it's too
late to wake up and run.

WARP 02. The Hangman's Revolution
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When eighth-grader Cameron Boxer creates the
Positive Action Group at school he intends it as a
diversion to fool his parents, teachers, and sister into
letting him continue to concentrate on his videogaming--but before he knows it other kids are taking
it seriously, and soon he finds himself president of the
P.A.G., and involved in community service, so the boy
who never cared about anything is now the center of
everything, whether he likes it or not.

I'll Tell You a Tale
Eleven-year-old Annie and her friend Violet tell of the
hardships endured by their families when dust storms,
drought, and the Great Depression hit rural
Oklahoma.

All the Answers
Flight of the Fugitives
Mike was seven when his father was killed in
mysterious circumstances in Afghanistan. Eight years
later, the family still hasn't recovered: Mike's mom is
overworked and overprotective; his younger sister
Mary feels no connection to the father she barely
remembers; and in his quest to be "the man of the
family," Mike knows he's missing out on everyday
high school life. Then, out of the blue, Mike receives a
letter from his father -- the first of a series Dad wrote
in Afghanistan, just in case he didn't come home,
meant to share some wisdom with his son on the eve
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of Mike's 16th birthday. As the letters come in, Mike
revels in spending time with his dad again, and takes
his encouragement to try new things -- to go out for
the football team, and ask out the beautiful Isma. But
who's been keeping the letters all these years? And
how did Dad actually die? As the answers to these
mysteries are revealed, Mike and his family find a way
to heal and move forward at last.

Unlikely Warrior
A year has passed since Stacey Brown saved her best
friend from a horrible death. Now she’s having
nightmares again, haunted by ghosts and by a crazed
stalker. As she desperately casts healing spells, a new
student named Jacob enters her world. To stop a
killer, they must join together. But can Jacob be
trusted?

Now
During the Nazi occupation of Poland, three children
who have been separated from their family flee
Warsaw

Mayday
A beautiful gift edition of the beloved classic about
three orphan siblings and their love of music, theater,
and dance. When orphans Sorrel, Mark, and Holly are
sent to live with their grandmother, a famous English
actress, she enrolls them in the Children's Academy of
Dancing and Stage Training, the same Academy that
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made the orphans from Ballet Shoes famous so long
ago. It's the chance of a lifetime, but the Academy
won't give the children the "proper" education their
parents would have wanted. However, the children
learn to love the Academy when they find out that
Sorrel has dramatic flair, Mark can sing, and Holly
charms everyone with her adorable impish ways.
Maybe talent does run in the family. This classic
children's book is perfect for kids who dream of being
on stage--dancing, singing, or acting. Don't miss the
other classic Noel Streatfeild books, Ballet Shoes,
Skating Shoes, and Dancing Shoes!

The Silver Sword
Shards of War
Taylor Edwards family might not be that close everyone is a little too busy and overscheduled, but
for the most part, they get along just fine. Then
Taylor's dad gets some devastating news, and her
parents decide that the family will spend on last
summer together at their old lake house in the
Pcocono Mountains. Crammed into a place much
smaller than they are used to, they begin to get to
know each other again, but as the summer
progresses they're more aware than ever that they're
battling a ticking clock. And as Taylor tries to deal
with the drama at home, she is faced with the fact
that the friends she thought she'd left behind haven't
actually gone anywhere. Her former summer best
friend is still living across the lake and still as mad
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with Taylor as she was five years ago, and her first
boyfriend has moved in next door… but he's much
cuter at seventeen than he was at twelve. Can one
summer be enough time to get a second chance with family, friends, and love?

Oxford Bookworms Library: Stage 4: The
Silver Sword
Jungle Adventure
FLIGHT OF THE FUGITIVES Introducing Gladys Aylward
Six-year-old Mei-en screamed in terror when she
realized her gypsy owner was about to sell her to a
foreign lady. Times were hard in the mountainous
region of China in 1934, and orphans were often sold
for pennies. But foreigners in China were considered
"devils," and Mei-en thought surely the little woman in
Chinese clothes would eat her for supper! But this
time Mei-en's new owner was the compassionate and
respected missionary, Gladys Aylward. One day
outside her new home, Mei-en saw wonderful silver
"birds" flying in the sky-but her delight turned to
dread when they began dropping bombs that
exploded all over the city. Suddenly their lives, and
those of nearly a hundred orphan children, were in
terrible danger! With the enemy in hot pursuit, their
only escape is over the mountains!

My Life with the Liars
FBI agent Chevie Savano escapes into the past to
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escape the secret police after they kill Charles Smart
just as he is telling her of the WARP program, and she
and Riley team up to find Colonel Clayton Box before
he can launch missles at the capitals of Europe.

Slacker
"A YA memoir of an 18-year old part-Jewish youth
who, despite his heritage, is drafted into Hitler's army
and sent to serve on the Russian front"--
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